PAUL
WYLIE

THAT SOMETHING EXTRA

by EDWARD Z. EPSTEIN

What makes Paul Wylie special?

Tulent, discipline, determination,
founs, drive — these huve charscierizel
his persana, over the years, on und off the
ice.  But Wylic has always had that
“sumething extra” that defines star gqual-
ity; in his case, a confloence of
intelligence and wrtistry have enubled him
i shine in a series of sunning, carcfully
thought out and directed. tuly memo-
rable programs — “JFK.” “Schindler’s
Lise” "Curmina Burany™ and “Om the
Whaterfront™ umong them. Luar Lubovitch
amd other top choreographers have cre-
ated mumbers for him. Semething from
within lights up Wylie's skating; he's
able to engage sudiences intellectually us
well &5 emotonally.

In comversution, he has a wonderful
sense of humor — usked if he always
knew what he winted w do with his life,
he replies, laughing: *1 spll don’t know
what I want o do!™ An urgent sense of
drama, huowever, is the quality he brings to
his performances: “He's able w open up
amdd bet you into his soul. like 4 great actor,
and make you feel welcome,” notes Dick
Butten. JolJe Sturbock ebserves: “Paul’s
artistry is 5o refined, =0 pure and honest

— his style is not contrived, he’s mascu-
line, athletic, dynamic — he's uniguoe.”

It's no surprise that Wylie hus come
e occupy a special niche in the skating
world (in 2008 he was inducted into the
U.5. Figure Skating Hall of Fams).

Wylie's totully unexpected Silver
Medul win in the 1992 Olympics —
many thought he should have won Gold
— capped a difficult amuateur career;
while a five-time U5, Mutional medalist,
amd mever dull or predictable, his wus
hardly am easy, carefres romp through the
compstitive ranks.

In 1967, ut age three-and-a-half,
Diallas-born Paul Stunton Wylie took his
first steps on the ice. His older sisters,
Dawn and Clare, were skating at o bocal
rink, und Puul hus recalled that it wus
simpler fur his mother to baby-sit him,
amld his toy trucks, at the rink. “It's mot
like I had any great interest in skating,” he
recalls. "I did stant kind of young,” he
laughs. “But it becomes second natre
when you start young, It felt very natural
o me, instinctive. It was a gift”

He won his first competition at age
nine. When he was ten, the family moved
¢ Deover, Coloredo, where the fumed

Carle Fassi became the youngster's
codch, Contrary to popular belief, "It
wasn't u skating move,” notes Paul. His
Diad, Robert, wus a geophysicist — the
study of scismic duts — und his cancer
was the reason for the mawve.

It was in the vust Olympic-sized
Colorsdo lee Areny, which had been built
by Fussi (and where Paul's Mom
Elizabeth becume manager of the pro
shop), thut Paul's love affair with skating
was launched. “Tt wus 4 genoine mecea
in vne rink,” e recalls. Scott Hamilwon,
Dwrothy Hamill and John Curry were
training there: “Being with these skaters
in that kind of environment really
inspired me” he says. “Cuomy worked
with me for a few weeks, an hour a duy
— I wanted to do jumps, high jumps, but
he comcentruted on stroking. spins, and
on getting me to understund the coneept
of ‘line’ — I'd have to say he created a
new stundard for me. This wus 4 genuine
furk in the read in determining my future
skating style.”

Wylie has recalled that from the time
he wus four until he was twenty-five, his
time on boe consisted “largely of practic-
ing gchoul figures.” which were never his
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forte; in competition, he'd uspally come
from behind with his free-skating. It wus
a patbern be wus aware of: he knew there
were moments of brilliance in his free
skating, but the moments where he hud
reat difficulty were those that he remem-
bered. When figures were climinuated
from competition (in 1990), it wus hoped
that this weuld work o Puul's advange.

From Wylic's point of view, skating
was all about the opponunity of express-
ing himself; he once recalled how he
loved the “incomparable feeling of speed
amd contrel ever a foctionkess sarface,
dancing und being alive..” His signature
moves developed:  perfectly positionsd
and contrelled spiral-entrunces o jumps,
spredd eugles, und innovative footwork
performed at great speed, mimuring the
druma of the music; his spins were out-
stunding, his posture perfect He wus
inspired by performers, mosicians, ballet
dancers and athletes who hud that some-
thing extra, “who can make the hair stand
up on my neck” Obvicusly, he strove for
this effect in his own work.

Wylic remained Fassi's student for
nine years; when asked, woday, if he were
just starting owt, would be Jdo anything
differently?, he replies: "Yes! 1 probably
would huve made the decision w leave
Demver soomer”” With Fassi, he grew to
feel “a degree of separution...”” Orver time
he found himself stuggling with what be

wasn't being wught — how o jump
higher and more consistently; having
someone on the scene whe would “help
me get through creatively”™

Meanwhile, the fifteen-year-old won
the 1979 Movice Men's ttle at the ULS.
Figure Skating Championships; two yeurs
luter he wias World Junior Champion and
U.5. Junior Men's Chumpion. He abso
competed in puir skating (Paol's pammer
was Duna Gruham); they won the Junior
Pairs title at the 1980 U5, Mationals, with
Jobn Micks as their cosch (Nicks had
coached Starbock and Shelley). But when
Wylic and Gruhum's sponsor funding run
oat, the partnership ended.

Over the next few yours, Wylie's
compstitive canser seemed stulled — he
was placing fourth and fifth in Mational
competitions, hardly fulfilling the poten-
tial he'd exhibited; action finally had o
be tuken, some re-inventing of the Wylie
madicr-aperandi was in order.

Mary Butdorf Scotvold, as 4 youth,
had been a United States Noviee Ladies
Chumpion; she later skuated with the Lee
Follies. When she began couching, one
of her popils was Scott Hamilon, It wus
arcund this time, in the mid-seventics,
thist Blury tesmed up with, and married,
Evy Scotvold. 'While Mary's specialty
was choreogruphy, Evy was the techni-
cian. Toegether, they were a powerful
couching team (Nancy Kemigan became

one of their stur pupils; to the present
day, Kemrigan remains one of Wylie's
clusest friends}.

The Scotvolds, and the Wylie fumily,
relocated wo the Bosten arca where Paul
fulfilled snother wmbition. He had no
intention of neglecting other vital ele-
ments of his life — a first-rate edocation
was o priority (he'd eurned his high school
diploma from Colorado Academy, a pri-
vate school). In 1986 he wus thrlled w be
avcepted ut Harvard, and wus wking on a
duunding, exhausting task: combining a
full-time competitive skating carcer with
an equully demunding commitment o col-
lege. A Bachelor of Arts, in Government,
which had always interested him, was his
goal. (The extensive internationdl mavel-
ing he would do during the course of his
amateur career piqued his interest further.
“When 1 wus a kid 1 wanted to be a diplo-
mat” he recalls.)

He bepan u long-term association
with a Harvurd orgunization that had been
founded by o figure skuter: in 1970,
thraugh the efforts of Hurvard student and
skating champion John Misha Petkevich,
“An Evening with Champions: A Jmmy
Fund Benefit” was laumched. The orguni-
FulboN's Mission was o Tdise monsy to
fight cuncer (the Jimmy Fund is the
fundruising arm of Duna-Farber Cuncer
[nsticwte). Eventually, Wylie would host
muny of the annoal TV specials celebrut-
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ing the event, which always featured the world's greatest shaters.
Panl's imvolvement continoes to the present day.

In "B6, the year he begun Harvurd, he won the U.S.
Cuollegiate Chumpionships. He won the Trophee Lualique two
yeurs later, und placed second at the U.S. Championships; but he
didn’t fare well st the Worlds or the 1988 Olympics.

'Figure skating is so difficul,” observes Dick Buomton. “Tt
combines s0 many clements — athleticism, technigue, competi-
tive spirit. 1 give Puul remendoos credit — he stock with it —
he stayed wt Hurvard, while keeping after the chumpionships;
amd, in his programs, be always let you know where be wus
going. whut he was doing, what the theme of the program wus
— he cenuinly had what it took, the strength, energy., spead, he
was elegunt. stylish —"

During these yeurs, Paul's skuting was consistently exciting;
but his atfide seemed one of grim determination — communicat-
ing the joy of skating came luter. An unexpected jov, e recalls, was
“Mary Scotvold's creative sbility — not only choreographically,
but musically. She hed a fantustic wlent for appreciuting and edit-
ing music — like an arranger — the music tells the story, and how
it's put together fur the progrum is abselutely viml, What o the
LT e .mj'mg':' Whar de I_,ﬁrrl'? Whar da Irmn'l'_‘: il b J:r.l_'|.'.-r I iy
w interpret every musical phruse with meaning beyond just jumps,
spins und foorwork.™

In 1989, ut the U.5. Mationals, be palvanized the Denver
adience with a free skating performance that was Jduzeling,
although marred by mistakes on a few jumps. Nopetheless, the
adience roared its approval and gave him a stunding ovation;
severl perfect performance scores of 6.0 attested to his brilliance
— bur it wasn't enoogh. He placed third and missed, by a haoir,
making the World wam.

He was in good form at the Mationals the next year (he
placed secomd) but had problems at Worlds: the competition hud
come during mid-terms. 1 had too much going on, and had &
bad showing,” he recalled. The next year, 1991, he bud every rea-
son b feel extremely proud of himself: he gradoated Harvard,
cum lnede, and won & Bronze ut Nationals.

“In 1992, 1 busically knew [the Olympics] would be my last
competition. A lot of people thought I didn't deserve to be
there” He'd competed in eleven consecutive Nationals at senior
level und wus no longer a “new fuce”™; he knew all too well what
was being said sbout him now — that it was fsepassible for him
e win a medal.

Omly an apset of Shukespearean proportions — “Mest
unlikely,” intoned critics — could alter the majectory of Paul's
cureer. But he was 4 person of deep faith and religious convie-
tion and he never guve up hope: “When you start losing hope, all
sonts of bud things happen”™

It usually only happens in the movies — bu, in Albertville,
France, in 1992, it huppened to Paul Wylie. He faved incredible
competition, the field was packed with stars amd rising stars,
including Viktor Petrenke, Peter Bama, Alexei Urmanov, Kort
Browning, Elvis Stojko, Christopher Bowmun, Todd Eldredge.
Punl was paenty-seven; muny of the others were yedrs younger.

But it all came tegsther for Wylic in the long program,
skated o the thrilling music of “Henry V" Aguinst the odds, *'1
delivered the best performance of my carcer,” he luter recalled —
amd the judges were stunmed; there were insiders who luter spec-
ulated thut Wylie (who had placed third in the short) actually
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should have won, but the judges were
taken by surprise; according to one
woman, Wylic wus “simply not in the
mainstreum for winning, you know what
I'm saying™ But Paul had come through
in the long program with the whole pack-
age, including a wiple Axel, wiple
Lutz-double tee combination, and & miple
flip; all exccuted within the framework
of & beautifully constructed, dynamic and
intricate program deliversd with uninhib-
ited Wylie flair und panache.

He won Silver. The man who'd been
writken off by the expens huad broken
through w the top rank in the wp compe-
tition. (Petrenko placed first; in the
lalics division, Kristi Yamaguchi won
Grold, Muncy Kerrigan placed thind.)

It was a cuphoric evening. Jolo
Sturbuck, in Albentville couching her
pupil, competitor Dravid Liu, was among
the guests at un intimate post-competition
dinner for Paul und his fumily hosted by
sponsor Lisa Webster.  JoJo recalls:
“What an ordeal he’d been through, but
he'd proved that if you tough it out long
cnuugh, things will work out.  Puul wus
a0 happy and grateful at what happened.
It had been un unforpettable evening.”

The Olympic triomph ldunched
Wylie inte a stellar professional career,
complete, this time, with 4 series of Gold
Medul wins, incloding the US. Open
Professional Championship in 1992, and,
in 1993, the World Professional Figure
Skuting Championship. He became four-
times World Challenge of Champions
Gold Medalist, four-times Masters Miko
Chumpion and winmer of the fist-ever
heud-to-hewd Pro-Am event.

“He pever let uny of this soccess
chunge him,” notes JoJo Starbuck. “He's
always been grucious und funmy, whether
he's winning or not winning. Paul hus
always had, and has, o 'buzz’ about him.
He"s abwuys hud this wonderful zest for
lifie, for every moment. He's gruteful for
what's happened for him."™

As g pro, skating became a joy, s
opposed to a chore;  Paul had learned
“mut o grit my teeth..not o eat it as an
amusement park ride” He enjoyed his
professional career fur more thun his
amatenr days; as 4 pro, he was totally
free w be creative,

How did the Wylie creative provess
work? He approsched his programs by
visualizing scenes that would help him

comvey the mood amd atmesphere he wus
guing for in his skuting performance; he
appraached it, in fact, like un acter, see-
ing himself a8 4n actor ot times.
Audiences responded us never before.
“Puul really hit his stride s a pro)” motes

Diick Bution. Por four years Wylie co-
surred in “Driscover Card Stars on Ioe”
touring the world. He reveled in the expe-
rence: T could play four or five different
‘rules’ per show and my solo perform-
ances were given Tony-Awurd winning
lighting wnd costuming, in addition o
incredible  choreography from Mary
Scotveld”  He enjoved the group num-
bers, performing alongside legends of the
skuting world:  Torvill and Dean, Krist
Yumuguchi, Scott Hamilton, Ekuwtering
Gurdeeva, Serpel Grinkoy, Kutarina Wiit,
the Carmathers, Kun Browning.

“1 think the experience of those curly
yeurs us 4 puir skater stood him in good
stead,” smiles Jodo Starbuck. “He had no
problem skating with a purmer; he did
some wonderful exhibitdon skating with
MNancy Kemigan™

Al one puint, touring with Stars on
Iee, Wylie suffered 4 groin pull, which
nagged at him for & year; he fuced the
fact thut his skuting cureer wasn't going

e lust indefinitely. (He enjoyed other
sports — waterskiing, biking, scuba div-
ing, hiking, camping. skiing; he also
loved to read and listen w music.)

With 4 Harvard degres, he had an
option for a carcer other than skating; snd
1998 was his last scason with Stars on
Iee. ("The pro circuit in the ninetics
offered wonderful opportunities  for
skaters retining from amatear competi-
tion,” e ootes. “It's o shame that skaters
today don’t have that™)

Wykie's private life wok a spectaculur
wm — on August 14, 1999, he mamied
Kate Presbrey, u lovely, secially prominent
Cupe Cod nutive. They'd met in church,
amd she was a young woman not unfumil-
iur with skating on ive: she was a former
college hockey player. They were marmied
in Chirist Chapel in Centerville, Maryland.
It was a wedding attended by more figure
skuting Gold medulists thun were usually
pathered @t any USFSA event  Scont
Humiliwn was  groomsman; Krist
Yamapuchi wnd her husband, hockey
Player Bret Hedican, Nuncy Kemigan, the
Svatvedds, Ekatering Gurdeeva, Ilia Kulik,
Deenis Petrow, Dick Button, Briun Boitano,
Christopher Bowmun and Kyoko Ina were
among the guests,
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The Wylics today are purents of three
children, Hanna (five), Emma (bwa) and
Culeb {ome)

Wylie's career in the busimess world
has flourished. He received his Masters
Dregres in Business from Harvard — the
journey from entering the university o
caming his M.B.A had tuken fourteen
years — umd became Director of
Marketing and Syoergy for the Buena
Vista Murketing Group, headguartered in
Burbank, Culifornia, for the Walt Disney
Company. He directed cross-murketing
cfforts supporting key Disney video
releases und the Princess bramds,

He hus been Color Commentator for
Tumer Broadeusting and Fox Sporis, und
is a highly sought afier motivational
speiker for a variety of conporute entities,
amd s one of 4 select few athletes chosen
e speak at the National Press Club in
Wushington, DC. He once served as un
anulyst for CBS and its 1994 Winter
Olympics (Shont Truck) coverage. His
skills 45 a writer have not been over-
lpaked:  he's been a Guest Celumnist
Journalist for the Dullus Morning News,
USA Today, the Atlanta Constitution and

MNewsweek Muguzine.

For the lust five years, Paul has
served us commentator for ESPN and
ABC, covering the ISU Grund Prix and
Intermational Chumpionships as an on-uir
analyst. He was host of “All Aceess™ und
highlight speciuls  for the World
Chumpionships in Moscow and Calgary,
and provided coler for ABC/ESPN's
2006 und 2008 World Championships.
He will be working with Westwood One
e do the radio brosdesst of the 2000
VWancouver Olympics for all figure skut-
ing disciplines.

He's currently couching at the
Extremse Iee Center, in Indisn Trail. NC
amd providing seminars nationwide, He
has served this yvear us 4 mentor for US
Figure Skating, working this pust year
with 2009 United States Champion,
Jeremy Abbott

It's sufe to say that Paul Wylie is a
genuine Renuissunce Mun.

It's gratifying to note that, in pursuit
of a pure anistic ethic, Wylic and ITNY
are totally in symeh: 1 wdmire and
respect the tme and effort spent on pur-
suing und exploring the art of figure

skating.” he says. "1 sobscribe w the
imporunee of Iee Theatre, which looks at
skating through a lens 1 have come to
appreciute more and more"”

Muira North, founder of ITNY, notes:
“It"s & delightful coincidence that we're
honoring Paul Wylie just when he's cele-
brating his hirthday. His commitment to
the art of figure skating reflects our
muteal understanding of the impontance
of — and dedication w — the creative
individoal.  To quote one of Stephen
Sondheim's lyrics, "The an of making
art...is putting it together, bit by bit, link
by link..." Puul has sueceeded in doing
this; we look forward w our contined
association, and wish him many more
yeurs of swecess in all his endeavors™

Edward . Epirin, whnee henks inchude kographies of Mis
Farrees, Paul Mewman and Jomne Woodwand, Lacille Ball
Jenmifer Jrmes, and “BORN TO SKATE: The Michelic
Ewan Siory.” 15 also a dedicwed fipare skaier and former
B dic- Atbmtic S Movics Clhompon. Hes hingraphicad
minay m Sonjs Hesic wan poblished by “Scandinorias
Beview” and be helped organize a festival of Herde's flms
for ModA. He's worked with aad wniten aricles on the
lives of. among ofers, Maale Wood and Ava Gandoer
{aberal whom ha's writien o pla rned by Doveid Arowenl
Mok Epuitiin, o grachaate of N¥L, in  eative New Yorker

Congratulations to
Paul Wylie
and to
Ice Theatre of New York
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